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1 . AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF INTENSIVE BILATERAL AND PLURI- 
LATERAL DISCUSSIONS, GROUP AGRICULTURE REACHED AGREEMENT 
JULY 27, 1977 ON A PROGRAM FOR NEGOTIATIONS BASED ON THE 
U.S. REQUEST/OFFER PROPOSAL. SINCE RECESSING JULY 20, 

LENGTHY DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING THE FUTURE WORK PROGRAM 
CENTERED MAINLY ON ISSUES RAISED BY LDCS INVOLVING SPECIAL 
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AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT (REFTELS C) AND )). 

2. NO MAJOR DIFFICULTIES AROSE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 

EC THROUGHOUT THE TALKS, AND OTHER DCS WERE ALSO GENERAL- 
LY HELPFUL. ALTHOUGH THE TIMETABLE PROPOSED BY THE U.S. 

FOR THE TABLING OF REQUESTS AND OFFERS WAS ACCEPTED, 

MANY COUNTRIES (INCLUDING JAPAN, CANADA. AUSTRALIA, AND 
ARGENTINA) HEDGED ON OUTRIGHT ASSURANCES THAT THEY WOULD 
MEET THE DEADLINE, PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TO SUBMISSION 
OF OFFERS (REASONS INCLUDED DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONSIDERA- 
TIONS AND HOLIDAYS). CANADA STATED THAT ITS SUBMISSION 
OF REQUESTS WOULD DEPEND ON REACHING AGREEMENT ON AN 
AGREED TARIFF PLAN SUFFICIENTLY IN ADVANCE OF NOVEMBER 1 
(I.E. FOUR WEEKS). ALL STATED, HOWEVER, THAT THEY WOULD 
MAKE THE MAXIMUM EFFORT TO MEET THE DEADLINES. 

3. LDCS, LED BY ARGENTINA (MARTINEZ) AND BRAZIL (BARTEL- 
ROSA) PUT FORWARD LANGUAGE ON S&D WHICH, THOUGH LENGTHY, 

WAS, AFTER EXTENSIVE NEGOTIATION, VAGUE ENOUGH TO BE 
ACCEPTED BY DCS. 

4. PROVISIONAL TEXT OF THE CHAIRMAN’S SUMMING-UP AND ITS 
ANNEXED GROUP "DECISION" FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 
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CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING UP AND RECORD OF DECISIONS 

1 . GROUP "AGRICULTURE" MET ON THE 19, 20, AND 27 JULY 1977. 

2. IT INVITED THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRES- 
ENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS SESSION OF THE GROUP AS AN OBSERVER. 

3. THE GROUP TOOK NOTE OF THE COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE 
CHAIRMEN OF OTHER GROUPS OR SUB-GROUPS (MTN/AG/W/25). THE GROUP'S 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION WAS DRAWN TO PARAGRAPH 8 OF THE SUMMING-UP BY THE 

CHAIRMAN OF GROUP "TROPICAL PRODUCTS" OF THE GROUP S MEETING IN 
MAY (MTN/TP/1 1). 

4. THE GROUP TOOK NOTE OF THE WORK WHICH HAD BEEN DONE IN THE 
THREE SUB-GROUPS MTN/GR/4 AND 5; MTN/ME/3 AND 4; MTN/DP/3 AND 4). 

5. THE GROUP'S ATTENTION WAS DRAWN TO THE FACT THAT TWELVE PARTICI- 
PANTS HAD SUBMITTED REPORTS ON BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS WHICH THEY 
HAD HELD UNDER THE PROCEDURES OF MTN/AG/4. THE REPORTS (MTN/AG/W/22 
AND ADDENDA 1-11) HAD BEEN CIRCULATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS 
OF MTN/AG/5. 

6. (A) THE GROUP HAD BEFORE IT PROPOSALS REGARDING THE FURTHER CON- 
DUCT OF WORK WHICH HAD BEEN SUBMITTED BY AUSTRALIA (MTN/AG/W14) AND 
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (MTN/AG/W/23), A PROPOSAL BY THE UNITED 
STATES (MTN/AGAV/26), AS WELL AS A STATEMENT BY AUSTRALIA (MTN/AG/W- 
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121, WHICH WAS PRESENTED AT THE MEETING. AFTER CONSIDERABLE DIS 
CUSSION ON THIS ISSUE, THE GROUP AGREED ON THE DECISIONS SET OUT 
IN THE ANNEX. 

(B) TO FACILITATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE DECISIONS, THE 
SECRETARIAT, AS HERETOFORE, WILL UPON REQUEST. PREPARE DOCUMENT- 
ATION FOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES CONCERNING TARIFF AND NON- 
TARIFF BARRIERS AFFECTING TRADE IN AGRI 

CULTURAL PRODUCTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST FOR THESE COUNTRIES. 
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(C) THE GROUP WILL KEEP UNDER REVIEW THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND TAKE SUCH ACTION AS MAY 
BE NEEDED TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, IN 
PARTICULAR WITH RESPECT TO THE TRADE OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THE 
GROUP WILL MEET AS NECESSARY AND WOULD REPORT PERIODICALLY TO 
THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE. 

7. THE GROUP AGREED TO CONTINUE THE REVIEW OF THE APPLICABILITY OF 
THE DRAFT STANDARDS CODE TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AT ITS NEXT 
MEETING. 

8. THERE WAS NO AGREEMENT AS TO IF AND WHERE EXPORT 
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MEASURES BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SHOULD BE DISCUSSED. 

9. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP 
WOULD BE FIXED BY THE CHAIRMAN IN CONSULTATION WITH DELEGATIONS. 
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ANNEX 

DECISION BY GROUP "AGRICULTURE" 

FOLLOWING ITS PROCEDURES. GROUP "AGRICULTURE” AGREED TO PURSUE 
THE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER. ACCOUNT BEING TAKEN OF 
PROGRESS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS: 

GENERAL PROCEDURES 

1 . PARTICIPANTS IN THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WILL SUBMIT 
LISTS OF REQUESTS REGARDING ANY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS BY 1 NOVEMBER 
1977, IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT REQUEST LISTS MAY BE MODIFIED OR 
ADDITIONAL LISTS BE SUBMITTED AS THE NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED. 

2. THE REQUESTS SHOULD INDICATE IN SPECIFIC TERMS THE TARIFF ITMES 

AND THE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH THE PARTICIPANT CONCERNED WISHES TO SECURE 
CONCESSIONS ON ANY TARIFF OR NON-TARIFF MEASURE, AND THE NATURE 
OF THE CONCESSION OR CONCESSIONS BEING SOUGHT. A SUGGESTED 
PRO-FORMA WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE BY THE SECRETARIAT. 

3. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
SHALL IN GENERAL BE DEEMED TO BE THE PRODUCTS FALLING WITHIN 
CHAPTERS 1 TO 24 INCLUSIVE OF THE CCCN. PARTICIPANTS MAY INDICATE 
TO THE SECRETARIAT, FOR THE INFORMATION OF ALL OTHER PARTICIPANTS, 

ANY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THIS DEFINITION AND THEIR OWN. WHILE 

IT WAS UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS MAY BE DONE AT ANY STAGE IN THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. IT WAS CONSIDERED DESIRABLE THAT ANY SUCH DIFFERENCES 
BE INDICATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

4. THE REQUEST LISTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE PARTICIPANTS CONCERNED 

EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THE SECRETARIAT. IN EITHER CASE, 

COPIES OF THE LISTS WOULD BE FILED SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE 
SECRETARIAT WHICH WOULD CIRCULATE SUCH LISTS TO ALL PARTIC- 
IPANTS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, SUBJECT TO REQUIREMENTS OF CONFIDENT- 
IALITY. 
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5. GROUP AGRICULTURE ACCEPTS JANUARY 15, 1978 FOR THE SUBMISSION 

OF OFFERS, AND AGREES THAT A MAXIMUM EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE IN THIS 
REGARD. 

6. THE GROUP RECOMMENDS THAT THE SUB-GROUPS ON MEAT AND DAIRY 
PRODUCTS MEET FROM 1 1 OCTOBER 1977, AND THAT THE SUB-GROUP ON 
GRAINS MEET AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
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DISCUSSIONS IN THE PREPARATORY GROUP OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
WHEAT COUNCIL, WITH A VIEW TO SPEEDING UP THEIR WORK WITHIN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF THEIR TERMS OF REFERENCE. 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

7. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE TOKYO DEC- 
LARATION, GROUP "AGRICULTURE" AGREED THAT THE PROCEDURE APPLIC- 
ABLE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE NEGOTIATIONS ON AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS WOULD BE AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OR GROUPS OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES WILL SUBMIT LISTS OF INITIAL REQUESTS FOR TARIFF AND/OR 
NON-TARIFF CONCESSION TO DEVELOPED COUNTRIES BY 1 NOVEMBER 1977 
IF POSSIBLE, ON A PRODUCT-BY-PRODUCT OR LINE-ITEM BASIS WITH A 
COPY TO THE SECRETARIAT. ALL ITEMS CONSIDERED TO BE AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS BY THE REQUESTING DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND ALL MEASURES 
AFFECTING SUCH PRODUCTS MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE INITIAL REQUEST 
LISTS. REQUESTS MAY BE MODIFIED OR REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL 
CONCESSIONS SUBMITTED AS THE NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED. 
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(B) WITH RESPECT TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, REQUESTS SUBMITTED 
BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE TROPICAL PRODUCTS NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH ARE STILL PENDING OR WHICH WERE NOT FULLY MET, WILL BE CON- 
SIDERED AS HAVING BEEN RESUBMITTED BY INTERESTED DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES FOLLOWING A COMMUNICATION TO THAT EFFECT SENT TO THE 
DEVELOPED COUNTRY CONCERNED BY 1 NOVEMBER IF POSSIBLE, 

WITH A COPY TO THE SECRETARIAT. REQUESTS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS WILL NOT 

LOSE THEIR SPECIAL AND PRIORITY CHARACTER. 

(C) DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WISHING TO DO SO WILL SUBMIT TO DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRY PARTICIPANTS INDICATIVE LISTS OF THEIR AGRICULTURAL 
EXPORT INTERESTS IN THE MARKETS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
CONCERNED, BY 1 NOVEMBER 1977, IT BEING UNDERSTOOD THAT INDI- 
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CATIVE LISTS MAY BE MODIFIED OR THAT ADDITIONAL LISTS COULD 
BE SUBMITTED AS THE NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED. 

(D) COPIES OF THE REQUEST OR INDICATIVE LISTS REFERRED TO IN 
PARAGRAPHS (A), (B) AND (C) ABOVE TOGETHER WITH LISTS OF 
REQUESTS BY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ADDRESSED TO OTHER DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES WILL BE CIRCULATED BY THE SECRETARIAT TO ALL PAR- 
TICIPANTS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS TO ENSURE TRANSPARENCY OF 
NEGOTIATIONS IN THIS FIELD, SUBJECT TO REQUIREMENTS OF 
CONFIDENTIALITY. 

(E) ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR BILATERAL 

AND PLURILATERAL CONSULTATIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO THE REQUEST LISTS BETWEEN PARTICIPANTS MAKING 
REQUESTS AND THOSE TO WHICH REQUESTS ARE ADDRESSED. 

THE INDICATIVE LISTS MAY BE SUBJECT TO CONSULTATIONS AMONG 
THE PARTICIPANTS CONCERNED. 

(F) IN KEEPING WITH THE PROCEDURES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF OFFERS 
UNDER THE GENERAL PROCEDURES, PRIORITY AND SPECIAL ATTENTION 
WILL BE GIVEN IN PRESENTING OFFERS.TO THE REQUESTS SUBMITTED 
BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ESPECIALLY WHEN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
ARE INDIVIDUALLY OR JOINTLY PRINCIPAL OR SUBSTANTIAL SUPPLIERS, WITH 

A VIEW TO ENSURING SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN THE FIELD OF AGRICULTURE. 

(G) HAVING REGARD TO DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AS A 
WHOLE, WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME AFTER THE OFFERS ARE 
PRESENTED BY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN A 
POSITION TO DO SO WILL INDICATE ON A PROVISIONAL BASIS THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. SUCH CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE 
FINALIZED NOT A SECTORAL BASIS BUT IN THE LIGHT OF THE ADDITIONAL 
BENEFITS THEY RECEIVE FROM THE NEGOTIATIONS AS A WHOLE. 

8. (A) THE APPLICATION OF DIFFERENTIAL MEASURES FOR DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES IN WAYS WHICH WILL PROVIDE SPECIAL AND MORE FAVOURABLE 
TREATMENT FOR THESE COUNTRIES WHERE FEASIBLE AND APPROPRIATE 
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IN THE PRODUCT-BY-PRODUCT AGRICULTURAL NEGOTIATIONS, WILL BE 
REVERTED TO AT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE GROUP, ON THE BASIS OF 
PROPOSALS PUT FORWARD BY INTERESTED PARTICIPANTS WITH THE 
OBIECTIVE OF REACHING UNDERSTANDINGS ON THESE ISSUES SUFFICIENTLY 
IN ADVANCE OF THE DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF OFFERS TO ENABLE 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES TO APPLY THEM IN THE FORMULATION OF THEIR OFFERS. 

(B) IN THE APPLICATION OF DIFFERENTIAL MEASURES FOR DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, THE PARTICULAR SITUATION AND PROBLEMS OF THE 
LEAST DEVELOPED AMONG THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SHALL 
RECEIVE SPECIAL ATTENTION AND TREATMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE TOKYO DECLARATION INCLUDING ITS 
PARAGRAPH 6. 

(C) DEVELOPING COUNTRIES STRESSED THAT THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
PROGRAMME OF WORK WAS CONDITIONAL TO SATISFACTORY AGREE- 
MENTS IN RESPECT OF SPECIAL PROCEDURES AND SPECIAL AND 
DIFFERENTIAL MEASURES APPLICABLE TO THEM. 

END TEXT CULBERT 
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